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ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME

THE FAIRMONT ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME
Our Pride Makes the Difference

Welcome to the 23rd annual Fairmont Athletic Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony. The Hall of Fame has 
become “The” event for the Athletic Department at Fairmont High School. It is a special time when we look 
back and bestow the highest honor a former Dragon, Falcon or Firebird can earn.

These former athletes, coaches or administrators have made tremendous sacrifices and commitments to 
put themselves in this position. No matter which uniform they have worn as a Dragon, Falcon or Firebird, 
they have laid the foundation, the expectation of excellence and the tradition for all Fairmont High School 
athletes. 

In further celebration of our athletes, we invite you to explore our “Fairmont Pride” wall located in the Hall 
of Fame hallway in Trent Arena.  This interactive display showcases the impressive achievements of our 
Fairmont athletes, both past and present.  You may also visit the online version of “Fairmont Pride” by going 
to our website, www.firebirdathletics.com, and clicking on “Hall of Fame” from the MORE dropdown menu.

The pride of a Falcon, Dragon or a Firebird runs deep and we are very excited to be able to put this history 
at your fingertips at any time or any place.

We would like to thank our graduates, Kettering residents and Fairmont Athletic Boosters for their continued 
support and contributions to our Hall of Fame. This is a special day for us. We honor the past as we build the 
tradition for future Firebirds.

Chris Weaver, Athletic Director

2020 HOF Returnees
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FAIRMONT ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME INDUCTION FACTS

Up to and including the Class of 2022

ELIGIBILITY
ATHLETE – graduated from one of the Fairmont High Schools –  
Fairmont, Fairmont West, Fairmont East, or Kettering Fairmont

LETTERED in 1 sport for 2 years or 2 or more sports for 1 year

CONSIDERED – 10 years after graduation 

SPECIALS ~ Coach, Administrator or Support Person –  
served 5 years and retired from service for at least 5 years 

The Hall of Fame Charter Class covered our first two years of inductions and included 57 
inductees (51 athletes and 6 coaches) – 28 were inducted in 1999 and 29 were inducted in 2000. 

We now induct 4 to 6 total (athletes and/or specials) per year.

DID YOU KNOW: to date we have 166 inductees. There are 23 specials – which include 1 athletic 
director, 1 support person, and 21 coaches – 5 female and 16 male. The 21 coaches represent all 
girls and boys sports except boys and girls soccer. There are also 143 athletes – 46 females and 
97 males. The 143 athletes have “majored in” / listed as their main sport(s) – all sports offered by 
Fairmont, Fairmont East, Fairmont West and Kettering Fairmont. 

Our Hall of Fame Athletes span 81 years (1927-2007) and include 40 athletes from Fairmont – 58 
from East and West – and 45 from Kettering Fairmont. Hall of Fame athletes have earned 891 letters 
– females 294 and males 597.

Our Specials (Coach, Administrator or Support Person) span 90 years (1924-2013) and represent a 
total of 393 years of service – an average of 19 years per Special.

Hall of Fame “Family” Combinations (19 total) – We have 5 brother/brother (Bolender, Garnica, 
Hoke, Bell and Withrow), 2 sister/sister (Bissinger and Kurz), 3 brother/sister (Keifer, Baker, and Fiden) 
and 1 set of twins (Bell). We have 5 father/son (Roush, Wagner, Krietzer, Keifer, and McVey), 1 mother/
daughter (Marquardt), 1 father/son/daughter (Keifer), and 1 husband/wife (Norris).

The Hall of Fame class of 2022 will be the 23rd 
class inducted in 24 years. We did not induct a HOF 
class in 2021 because of the pandemic. This HOF 
class will include four athletes and one coach: 

Hank Bias – 21st coach inducted and 23rd special

Tara Eldred – 3rd member, and first female, 
of the class of 2001 joining Chris Rolfe and  
Kenny Leckrone

Jim Overholser – 4th member, and 3rd male,  
of the class of 1964 joining Rod Miller,  
Paul Gaffney, and Charlene Bowden.

Klint Rose – 2nd member, and first male,  
of the class of 1988 joining Kathy Huelsman

Erin Wiedemann – 1st member of the  
class of 1999 Marqies Williams makes a  

great last second catch to beat Alter.
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Induction of the Class of 2022 

Coach Hank Bias 
KETTERING FAIRMONT, 1989-2013 

Presented by: Coach Jim Gray

Klint Rose 
KETTERING FAIRMONT, 1988 

Presented by: Coach Larry Lamb
Tara Eldred 

KETTERING FAIRMONT, 2001 
Presented by: Coach Barb Charske

Erin Wiedemann 
KETTERING FAIRMONT, 1999 

Presented by: Coach Rick Armstrong

Jim Overholser 
FAIRMONT, 1964 

Presented by: Chris Overholser 

23nd Annual
F A I R M O N T  A T H L E T I C 

Hall of Fame 
Induction Ceremony

February 5, 2022

Welcome . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chris Weaver, Athletic Director

Comments. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tyler Alexander, Principal

In Memoriam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Roger Bauser
In Memory of Bob Pugh, Coach Pete Ankney,  

Coach Bob Chapman, Coach Dick Hoppe, Coach Larry McVey

Acknowledgements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Larry Lamb

Hall of Fame Members Present . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Larry Lamb

Master of Ceremonies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rusty Clifford

Pinning Ceremony . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rusty Clifford & Diana Roberts

Group picture on stage at end of ceremony
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Jim Overholser
Fairmont, 1964

Jim Overholser earned a total of four varsity letters, including two 
each in football and baseball. In football, he played quarterback and 
defensive back, and he was the catcher on the baseball team. He was 
also president of his senior class.

In football, Jim led back-to-back 7-2-1 teams his junior and senior 
years. The Dragons were co-champions of the MVL his senior year. 
His senior year, he was one of the Dragons’ tri-captains and was 
selected first-team All-MVL at quarterback. He was named Most 

Coachable for the Dragons and was selected as the Dayton Daily News Miami Valley High School Football 
MVP. Jim threw for 14 touchdowns his senior year and put up 1254 yards in total offense (968 yards passing 
and 286 yards rushing), which was a Fairmont school record at the time.

His football coach, Bob Hildreth, said in a Dayton Daily News article, “Jim had to step in with very little 
experience and we were a bit apprehensive installing a new offense. But he really took charge and actually was 
more responsible for our success than I was.”

In baseball, Jim was the starting catcher two years in a row and his great leadership behind the plate was 
mentioned by teammates. His junior year, he was one of only two junior starters and led the 13-3 Dragons with 
14 RBIs. His senior year, the Dragons finished 14-6, and Jim was one of only two area players selected to play in 
the Ohio East-West All Star Baseball Series in Columbus, where he started at catcher in two of the three games.

Referring to Jim’s small physical stature (5’7” and 150 pounds), classmate and fellow Fairmont Athletic Hall of 
Famer Vice Admiral, U.S. Navy (Ret.) Paul Gaffney said, “Jim was not a giant-sized athlete, but a giant athlete 
who proved he could reliably and successfully compete and bypass his toughest competitors.”

Jim remembers beating perennial powerhouse Chaminade by a score 
of 10-0 at UD’s Baujan Field before a crowd of more than 13,000. He 
also remembers winning two consecutive championships playing for 
Fairmont’s Class B summer baseball team against the best high school 
teams in the area. Finally, he remembers the pep rallies led by Paul Wagner 
(Hall of Fame, Class of 1999) before important football games.

After high school, Jim played a year of football and baseball at Wittenberg 
University, then went on to the Ohio State University where he received a 
Business Degree. In 1972, he received a Juris Doctorate Degree from the 
University of Cincinnati School of Law. After practicing law in the Dayton 
area from 1972-2012, Jim is retired and lives in Kettering with his wife of 
37 years, Joyce. He has two sons, a step-daughter, and four grandchildren.

2022 FAIRMONT ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME RECIPIENT
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Klint Rose
Kettering Fairmont, 1988

Klint Rose earned a total of five varsity letters, including three in 
baseball and two in football. He was a pitcher and first baseman in 
baseball and a tight end and wide receiver in football.

Klint didn’t play football until his junior year, but it didn’t take long 
for him to make an impact on the gridiron. After the Firebirds posted 
a 5-5 record his junior year, Klint became one of the centerpieces 
of Hall of Fame (Class of 2004) coach Doug Schmidt’s offense his 
senior year. He helped lead the Firebirds to a 7-3 record, while setting 
four receiving records that stood for at least 20 years, including most receiving yards in a game (168, broken 
in 2007), most receiving yards in a season (656, broken in 2008), most touchdown receptions in a season 
(9, which still stands), and most touchdown receptions in a career (13, broken in 2014). He was named the 
Firebirds’ Most Valuable Player. He raked in all-league honors by being selected First Team All-WOL, WOL 
Offensive Lineman of the Year, and WOL Co-MVP. He was also named to the All-Area Team.

Coach Schmidt offered the following comment: “Klint was ALWAYS inspirational, inspiring his teammates. He 
would never give up. He was ALWAYS a joy to coach.”

Klint lettered all three years in baseball, playing for Hall of Fame (Class of 2000) coach Bob Chapman. He 
contributed to a 16-10 season his sophomore year and a 17-5 season his junior year, but it was during his senior 
year that he became one of the dominant players in the state. The Firebirds finished the season 22-7, advancing 
to the Regional Finals, and Klint was the team’s top pitcher, while batting .458. He was named the Firebirds’ 
MVP, and received first team All-WOL, All-Area, and All-Ohio honors.

Klint’s fondest memory of his playing days at Fairmont is competing alongside his best friends. He also 
remembers playing against several notable athletes, in both sports, including MLB Hall-of-Famer Ken Griffey 
Jr. (Cincinnati Moeller), Ohio State and NFL receiver Jeff Graham (Alter), Ohio State quarterback and ESPN 
analyst Kirk Herbstreit (Centerville), and MLB player and Cincinnati Reds manager David Bell (Cincinnati 
Moeller).

Following his graduation from Fairmont, Klint continued his baseball career 
with three years (including a redshirt year) at Wright State University and two 
years at Cumberland College, where he earned his B.S. Degree in Business 
Administration. He is currently a supervisor at Iconex.

Klint lives in Rogersville, Tennessee. He is married to Kawana and has four 
children, ages 3 to 25.

2022 FAIRMONT ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME RECIPIENT
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Coach Hank Bias
Kettering Fairmont, 1989-2013

A legacy is what you leave behind. Some coaches leave impressive 
records, collegiate and professional athletes, or championships-few leave 
a legacy. Hank Bias left all the above in his time with Firebird Athletics. 

In 1989, Hank came to Kettering Fairmont as a teacher and boys’ 
soccer coach, and eventually, he would add head basketball coaching to 
his mission. From 1993-2000, he continued as head boys’ soccer coach, 
building a notably successful program including the most wins in 
school history. His team won both Western Ohio League and District 

Championships in 2000 for the first time in Fairmont history, including wins over perennial soccer powers Alter 
and Centerville that year, a feat that had not been accomplished by any boys’ soccer coach in school history. 
During his time as boys’ soccer coach, Hank coached players as accomplished as Chris Rolfe, a fellow Hall of 
Fame inductee, who went on to play soccer professionally for the MLS, the US Men’s National Team, and in 
Denmark. However, possibly his greatest contribution to Fairmont soccer was his help developing the Kettering 
Renegades Youth Soccer Program, now Metro F.C. This long-withstanding youth soccer program continues to 
foster player development and select and recreational play to this day.

With years of experience assistant coaching at Northern Kentucky University in both soccer and basketball, 
Hank began head coaching basketball at Fairmont in 1990. Continuing from 2001-2013, Hank coached Varsity 
Boys’ Basketball, earning him recognition as the longest tenured and winningest coach in school history. 
Multiple seasons delivered 15 or more wins. In 2007, 2009, and 2010, his teams advanced to the District Finals. 
Hank coached Lamar Skeeter, accomplished hoops and soccer player, Fairmont Hall of Fame Inductee, and 
current Utah Jazz Assistant Coach. “Hank always cared a little more than the next person. It was more about 
individual growth than winning games,” noted Skeeter regarding his former coach. Likewise, Hank was pivotal 
in the development of the Future Firebirds Youth Basketball Program. To this day, the select basketball program 
provides instruction and skill development for younger players in the community.  

In 2010, The Dayton Daily News published an article on Coach Bias’ close relationship with UCLA basketball 
legend, John Wooden. The two coaches often reviewed film, wrote letters, spoke by phone, and on several 
occasions visited together. “... He changed my perspective on life. I made millions of mistakes in coaching and 
teaching, but since I met him, [coaching] progressively got easier and better for me,” said Bias in the article 
written by Tom Archdeacon. The unique mentorship and deep friendship inspired Bias to continue through 
hard seasons and push to impact young players at Fairmont High School and beyond. 

After his career with the Firebirds, and a move to Arizona, Coach Bias continued to head coach in basketball 
for several more years at Vista Grande High School. He has also coordinated and presented at numerous Lean 
Coaching Workshops. Hank currently resides in Tucson, Arizona with his wife Bev, who is a professor of 
nursing at the University of Arizona. His two sons, Nathan and Austin, both Fairmont grads, have continued on 
to very successful business careers.

2022 FAIRMONT ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME RECIPIENT
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Erin Wiedemann
Kettering Fairmont, 1999

Erin Wiedemann earned a total of seven varsity letters, including 
four in softball, two in soccer, and one in basketball. She won the 
Tri-Athlete Award at Fairmont her sophomore year as a three-sport 
letter-winner.

Erin’s most prolific sport was softball, where she was a standout all 
four years as an infielder for the Firebirds. As a freshman, she was 2nd 
team All-WOL for a team that went to the District Finals. She was 
honorable mention All-WOL as a sophomore. Her junior year, the 
Firebirds won the WOL, and Erin was selected 1st team All-WOL, 2nd team District All Stars, and 2nd team 
All-Ohio. As a senior, she was 1st team All-WOL, Player of the Year in the WOL, 1st team District All Stars, 
and 1st team All-Ohio. She was also team MVP for the Firebirds, as the team again lost in the District Finals.

Erin holds five Fairmont school records as a softball player, including most triples in a season (11), most triples 
in a career (13), most stolen bases in a career (102), most runs scored in a season (49, twice), and most runs 
scored in a career (148, which is 50 more than second place).

Comments from her high school softball coach, Rick Armstrong: “‘Wiedy’ was a great team player. She could 
do anything on a softball field and was willing to do anything. She led by example and was always looking for a 
new challenge.”

Erin remembers a career night in basketball against 
Xenia her sophomore year in which she scored 10 
points in the JV game, then came up and scored 14 in 
the varsity game. She also remembers ending both her 
freshman and senior softball seasons with 1-0 losses in 
the District Finals at Wright State (freshman year was a 
10-inning “nail biter.”)

Erin accepted a full-ride scholarship to play softball at 
the University of Dayton. Her sophomore year she was 
team MVP and Offensive Player of the Year. She was 
named Atlantic 10 Player of the Week twice. After two 
years at UD, she transferred to Sinclair Community 
College where she received her certification in Nurse 
Aid Training.

She is married with one child, and is currently an STNA 
at St. Leonard in Centerville, Ohio. She and her wife run 
a small rescue to help dogs and cats find good homes.

2022 FAIRMONT ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME RECIPIENT
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Tara Eldred
Kettering Fairmont, 2001

Tara Eldred earned a total of eleven varsity letters, including four 
in cross-country, four in track and field, and three in swimming. 
Voted “Best Female Athlete” by the 2001 graduating class, Tara was 
also nominated for the Rae Burick Award, naming her one of the 
area’s top female high school athletes. In addition to these exemplary 
accomplishments as a student-athlete, Tara was twice selected as the 
Dayton Daily News “Athlete of the Week” during her celebrated and 
illustrious career as a Firebird.

As a four-year cross-country letterwoman, Tara was instrumental to the success the program achieved from 
1997-2001, helping lead the team to Regionals all four years. During her junior season, the cross-country team 
won the Bob Schul and Brookville Invitationals. Individually, Tara was the Western Ohio League Champion, 
Southwest Ohio District Champion, and team MVP. As a senior, Tara repeated as the Conference and District 
Champion and team MVP, qualifying for the District and Regional Meet in back-to-back years. In both years at 
the State Meet, Tara finished in the top 50, beating out almost 200 other state meet runners. 

The success Tara experienced in the fall as a member of the cross-country, she repeated season after season on 
the track in the spring.

Running Varsity Track & Field from 1997–2001, Tara proudly represented the Firebirds in numerous distance 
and relay events. Over her track career, she ran top-ten records in the 1500m, 1600m, 3000m, 3200m, and the 4 
x 3200m relay. In 2001, Tara was a critical member of the 4 x 3200m Western Ohio League champions. She was 
a regional qualifier individually in the 3200m, and three-years repeating in the 4 x 800 relay. 

Over her athletic career at FHS, Tara earned a total of 11 letters as a three-
season sport athlete in cross country, swimming, and track and field. Her 
coaches, Bob Karl and Steve Hippenmeyer, described her as dedicated and 
a consistent leader. “This same perseverance and positive attitude were 
found on and off the field. She was also a kind and courteous person, always 
encouraging her teammates and leading the team…” noted her cross-
country coach, Debbie LaValle.

Beyond Fairmont, Tara earned an athletic scholarship to continue her run-
ning career at Eastern Kentucky University where she ran cross country and 
track. At EKU, she earned a Bachelor’s degree in Dietetics and Nutrition. In 
2012, Tara joined the United State Air Force, and earned recognition at Basic 
Training being awarded the Warhawk Award given to the highest performing 
female on physical test standards. Tara has continued into a career in surgical 
technology. Today, Tara resides in Springboro, Ohio with her husband, Ryan 
Orr, and their daughter, Riley, and sons, Emerson and Keegan.

2022 FAIRMONT ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME RECIPIENT
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“THE PROCESS” ... The quest for the best.

At the conclusion of today’s ceremony, 166 truly superb individuals will have been inducted 

into the Fairmont Athletic Hall of Fame. These outstanding athletes, coaches, administrators or 

boosters were chosen from an eligibility pool estimated to, conservatively, exceed 15,000. 

The selection committee has the challenging task of vetting all nominations. This takes time and 

patience. Information on each candidate must be accurate and verifiable. To guarantee that the 

data upon which the selectors rely when voting, many sources are monitored. School statistics, 

sports page accounts, interviews with coaches and teammates, and the opinion of opponents, 

are routine research tools.

Once a nomination is received, a copy is distributed to each committee member. A post card 

is then sent to the nominator to acknowledge receipt. Currently, 172 nominations must be 

evaluated, sorted, audited, and ranked. In the fall, the committee meets three times. The first 

meeting is to organize and update the most current information. Two weeks later, in the second 

meeting, the members present nominees for the final ballot. In this meeting, each resume is 

discussed in an open, honest, and confidential dialogue. In the final meeting, a vote for the 

nominees that make up the final ballot is cast. The top four to six earn the honor.

Your Selection Committee strives to keep the process pure and consistent. We believe those 

elected, whether in year one, or year 20, are measured by the same objective criteria and the 

same methodology of voting that have been used for over two decades. Empirical evidence, 

facts, coaches and teammates’ comments, and confirmed achievement are what should, and 

does, prevail. From the good and very good emerge the very best. 

Given this mammoth task, it is likely that some outstanding individuals have yet to be 

uncovered. Further, no era or sport is ever closed to discussion. No quotas for schools, sports, 

gender or era, are ever imposed. One of our biggest challenges is securing information that is 

reliable and accurate. Comparing athletes from one era to another is challenging due to sparse 

statistics or the absence of competitive opportunities for players. (Eg. OHSAA vs. GAA)  Much of 

the statistics from Fairmont East and West were lost in the merger to Kettering Fairmont. This 

makes our task even more difficult. We welcome any copies of such valuable information.

The Fairmont community, and especially our honored Hall of Fame members, should be assured 

that the integrity and consistency of “The Process” will never be compromised. 

Sincerely,
 Kara Hicks, Scott Byer, Rusty Clifford, Tim Irelan, Jim Siewe, Phil Baker,  
Roger Bauser, Rich Bowden, Diana Roberts, Larry Lamb, Chris Weaver,  
Bill Lautar, Emily Bergman, Andy Aracri, and Rick Robertson, Emeritus.
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Chet Moeller: The Greatest Defensive Player in School History
It has been 46 years since Chet 
Moeller roamed the football 
field as a strong safety for Navy, 
wrecking opposing offenses with 
his quickness and smarts and 
a fearless, physical style that at 
times bordered on reckless.

Moeller’s former teammates 
and classmates still speak with 
reverence when they recall 
how Moeller would unleash his 
trademark violent hits on blockers 
and ball carriers. Moeller was the 
heart, soul and brains of Navy’s 
5-2 defense over a three-year span 
that culminated with the unit’s 
incredible run in 1975.

That year the Midshipmen, 
anchored by a defense that ranked 
third in the nation in total defense and surrendered only 11.4 
points per game, put a stamp in the Navy record books by 
finishing with a 7-4 record. It marked the program’s best finish 
since 1963, when legendary quarterback Roger Staubach had 
led the Mids to a 9-2 year and a berth in the Cotton Bowl. 

As Navy’s defensive captain and its backfield signal caller, 
Moeller was a dynamic run stopper and solid cover guy who 
was an early version of the rover back. Moeller could line 
up comfortably at outside linebacker and create matchup 
nightmares for the opposition as a disruptive force on the edge. 
He destroyed many tosses and sweeps. Moeller was named a 
First-Team All-American on four different teams in 1975 and 
is one of just six Midshipmen to be selected as a unanimous 
All-American. He produced 275 career tackles, including a 
school-record 25 tackles for a loss as a junior.

Moeller went on to be inducted into the College Football Hall 
of Fame in 2010.

On Saturday at Navy-Marine Corps Memorial Stadium, the 
legend of Chester Charles Moeller, Jr. will grow even larger. 
The Naval Academy Athletic Association officially will retire 
Moeller’s jersey number 48, making him the first defensive 
player in Navy football history to be awarded such distinction.

Moeller follows Staubach (No. 12), running backs Joe Bellino 
(No. 27) and Napoleon McCallum (No. 30) and quarterback 
Keenan Reynolds (No. 19).

Of course, his ex-teammates laud Moeller’s football prowess. 
The audacious and effective ways he would throw his 6-feet, 
190-pound frame around, on defense and special teams. The 
way he could run by or through a blocker and drop the ball 
carrier, or disrupt the blocking scheme and allow Navy’s fast 
pursuers to fly to the ball and finish the play.

But Moeller is a beloved Navy football figure for various other 
reasons, starting with his unfailingly self-deprecating wit, 
his unwavering support of his teammates and his genuine 

humility.

“There is some anxiety [over 
having my number retired], 
because the focus is being 
put on me, and that’s very 
uncomfortable,” Moeller says. “I 
was a skinny, 155-pounder when 
I got [to Navy in the summer of 
1972]. At some point, the light 
turned on, because we had great 
coaches like [head coach] George 
Welsh and [defensive coordinator] 
Rick Lantz and [assistants] Steve 
Belichick and Lenny Fontes.

“They taught us to read our keys, 
in my case the two guards, the 
tight end and the quarterback. 
They concentrated on little 
things, like how we lined up and 

what to do with our first step,” Moeller adds. “They made the 
game simple, and it became easy to play faster and just react.

“We didn’t have any superstars on our defense. Our coaches 
taught us to make running backs work for it. Our guys bounced 
so many plays outside to me. I had God-given ability, but it was 
a team thing. I was OK as a high school player. I never had 
any accolades. It was almost embarrassing to be honored after 
I played at Navy. I didn’t want my teammates to think that I 
thought I was better than them.”

A long list of former teammates respectfully disagrees with 
Moeller’s self-assessment.

They insist No. 48 was the best they ever played with, hands 
down, and that the Moeller they’ve stayed in touch with 
through the years has lived well as the multi-faceted guy 
they knew when he was young — a natural leader, a gifted 
and driven student, a future officer in the U.S. Marine Corps, 
a man who became a Christian prior to his senior year and 
embraced his faith with full commitment.

“The legendary aspect of Chet Moeller is real,” says Mike 
Yeager ‘76, a wide receiver who played with Moeller. “He was 
the most tenacious and hardest-hitting defensive player most 
of us had ever seen. He’d hit you low or drive his helmet right 
through your numbers. But there was so much more to him.

“He was selected by his academy peers to very high leadership 
positions, had a high grade point average in a difficult major,” 
Yeager adds. “He could have been a team captain when he was 
a junior. You’re talking about a person who was bigger than 
life, just a huge presence as a man.”

Moeller was active for years in leadership positions with the 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, which he discovered while 
still at Navy. He met his future wife, Jennifer, at an FCA 
summer camp and married her 44 years ago. They raised two 
children, Rachel and Trey, have six grandchildren and reside in 
Montgomery, Alabama, where Moeller has served as a deacon 

10/06/2021  Fairmont West graduate Chet Moeller’s  
No. 48 jersey was retired by the Navy football team. 
He is recognized as the greatest defensive player in 
program history. Moeller is center with wife Jenny.



11

and is currently an elder at his Presbyterian church.

“My whole attitude toward my life’s purpose changed [with the 
FCA],” he says. “It’s been a journey since then.”

Moeller was a curious student with a passion for engineering 
and computer operations. He graduated with a degree 
in systems analysis and design and earned Second Team 
Academic All-America recognition. He also was awarded the 
NAAA Sword, presented to midshipman of the graduating 
class declared by the Association’s Athletic Committee to 
have personally excelled in athletics during his years of varsity 
competition.

Following his discharge from the U.S. Marine Corps in 1980 
for medical reasons, Moeller fashioned a consulting career that 
has taken him through the fields of information technology, 
cyber security and artificial intelligence.

For much of the past 20 years, he has worked for fellow ‘76 Navy 
grad and former offensive tackle Mark O’Hare with multiple 
companies. He currently helps businesses set up networks, 
manage applications and create firewalls to protect valuable 
data. O’Hare says Moeller is a natural at customer service.

“You couldn’t find anyone at work or any customer that doesn’t 
like Chet, because he’s just totally honest. He tells it like it is 
and is great at what he does,” O’Hare says. “And Chet refuses 
to talk about himself.”

“You knew [Moeller] was a super guy at 18 years old — modest, 
extremely talented, gifted mentally, really good with other 
people,” says Tommy Gardner ‘76, an inside linebacker who 
played with Moeller. “He was this Gomer Pyle, aw shucks 
guy. But it wasn’t an act. He really expected to be treated like 
anybody else.

“The reason I had so many tackles is I was the weak side 
linebacker and nobody wanted to run to Chet’s side,” Gardner 
adds. “Chet wasn’t really that fast, but he could diagnose the 
play and get to the ball so quickly. He had a real physical sense 
of control. When we’d watch the film and really see what he 
could do, he would inspire us.”

“[Moeller] is just a humble guy. He’d never say he was the best 
damn [safety] in America. But he was the best player on our 
defense and our team,” says Derwood Curtis, who played in 
the defensive backfield with Moeller. “And he took time to 
support everybody, whether you were on the scout team or J.V. 
or whatever.” 

“Chet is the real deal, the genuine thing. We had a whole lot of 
good people at the academy, but [Moeller] stood atop the list in 
my book,” says Jeff Scott ‘76, who played linebacker. “He was 
absolutely great on the field, a better man off the field. There 
isn’t a proud bone in the man’s body. He’s as well-rounded as 
they come.”

Scott says when he thinks of Moeller the player, the image that 
sticks with him is that of Moeller charging full speed, diving 
close to the ground, ferociously taking out multiple blockers 
and “creating a catastrophe of bodies” before the ball carrier 
goes down, too.

A product of Fairmont West High School in Kettering, Ohio, 
Moeller listened to a handful of Division I offers, before Navy 

entered the picture and invited him to Annapolis to visit the 
Yard. He was sold quickly on Navy’s educational opportunities 
and its high-profile football schedule. 

By the spring of his plebe year, Moeller says he was sixth on 
the depth chart at strong safety. As spring practice progressed, 
he worked his way to fourth. Due to injuries to other players 
and position changes, he ended spring ball second. When he 
showed up for preseason camp in the summer as a sophomore, 
he was no. 1 on the chart.

“I was thinking, ‘You’ve got to be kidding me,’” Moeller recalls. 
“I decided I was not giving this up. Someone was going to have 
to rip it away from me. I wanted to prove [the coaches] right. 
And that’s the way I played.”

Moeller’s first season was also the first for Welsh and his staff. 
Navy’s 4-7 finish in 1973 was a rebuilding year, but it featured 
blowout wins over service academy rivals Army and Air 
Force that secured the program’s first Commander-In-Chief ’s 
Trophy. And it also featured a sophomore class that showed 
potential, particularly on the defensive side of the ball.

The Mids managed just a 4-7 record again in 1974, but an early-
season win at Penn State by a score of 7-6 was a sign of things 
to come. The defense hung tough in close, low-scoring losses to 
Syracuse, Air Force, Pittsburgh and Notre Dame.

Moeller and the rest of the senior class were primed for the 
7-4 turnaround that happened in 1975. It started with a 42-
14 rout of visiting Virginia, and it included a highlight that 
Welsh later described as the best football play he’d ever seen. 
When Navy kicked off to start the second half, Moeller led the 
coverage team down the field. He dove at full speed between 
two blockers, hit the dirt and cut down the wedge like bowling 
pins, then immediately tackled the kick return man.

Three weeks later, Moeller broke his thumb against Air Force, 
but wore a soft cast for the rest of the game — and the season 
— without missing a play. Navy won, 17-0. A week later against 
Syracuse, the Mids won, 10-6, in large part because Moeller 
knocked two quarterbacks out of the contest. 

Two weeks later at Pitt, the Navy defense bottled up superstar 
and future NFL Hall of Famer and Super Bowl champion 
running back Tony Dorsett and spoiled the Panthers’ 
homecoming with a stunning, 17-0 upset victory. The 
following season, behind Dorsett, Pitt went undefeated and 
won the national title.

Although the Mids secured another CIC Trophy by trouncing 
Army, 30-6 — Navy outscored the Black Knights by a 
combined 100-6 in three consecutive victories over them — a 
pair of one-point losses to Washington and Georgia Tech cost 
Navy a trip to a bowl game. “Realistically, we could have had 
nine wins,” says Moeller.

“It all seems like a blur to me now, but playing college football 
was a lifelong dream for me,” Moeller says. “I just feel more 
and more fortunate to have had that chance, especially with 
the guys I played with.”

 Naval Academy Athletics
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2020

Coach Marty (Hart) Sinkhorn
Fairmont West, Field Hockey,1975-81
Coach Marty (Hart) Sinkhorn graduated from 
Fairmont West in 1968. A six time letter winner, she 
earned three letters in field hockey, one in basketball, 
and two in cheer leading. She joins a special group of 
Hall of Fame members who were Fairmont athletes 
that went on to become head coaches at Fairmont.....

JoAnne Riess
Kettering Fairmont, 1991
JoAnn Riess was a four year letter winner in Track and 
Field. As a 9th grader at Kettering Middle School, she 
made her way to Fairmont for practice to compete for 
the varsity Firebirds. That effort resulted in her being 
named Most Valuable Player that year, and she placed 
5th in Western Ohio League Regional meet .....

Kenny Leckrone
Kettering Fairmont, 2001
Kenny Leckrone won four letters as a heavy weight 
wrestler from 1997-2001.  His career record was 
107-28. He was credited with 73 pins. His first year 
in the sport was 1997-98, his freshman year. Despite 
his inexperience, he was a District Qualifier and team 
MVP. In year two, he post a 30-7 record.....

Beth Peyton
Kettering Fairmont, 2003
Elizabeth “Beth” Peyton earned four varsity letters in 
tennis at KFHS. As a freshman, she played 2nd singles, 
placed fourth in the Division I Sectional finals, and was 
second team All-Greater Western Ohio Conference and 
second team All-Area. Her sophomore year, she played 
first singles making first team all-area and all-league. 
She was the Division I .....

2019

John “Jean” Roberson
Fairmont, 1928
John Roberson was an outstanding Dragon athlete 
who helped set the standard for excellence in Fairmont 
sports nearly a century ago. In the Dragon yearbook, he 
was a member of the French Club and his nickname was 
the French pronounced “Jean”. The editors described 
him as being good natured.....

Bob Withrow
Fairmont West, 1965
Bob Withrow earned two letters in football, two in 
basketball, and one in track. In track, he threw the shot 
and was a long jumper. An injury prevented him from 
participating as a senior. He was a star on the Dragon 
basketball team that was 1965 Western Ohio League 
Champions. He was a relentless defender.....

“Peanut” Burns
Fairmont East, 1979
Peanut Burns won five letters, one in volleyball, two in 
basketball, and 2 in softball. as a senior in volleyball, 
she was the team MVP, first team All-Western Ohio 
League, and Co-Most Valuable Player of the WOL. In 
basketball, she was Co-Captain, third team All-WOL, 
and the Falcon leading scorer.....

Coach Jerry Neff
Fairmont West/Kettering Fairmont, 1979-85
Coach Jerry Neff began his professional career at 
the University of Dayton and as an educator with 
Miamisburg City Schools. He then accepted a teaching 
position at Fairmont West. Jerry taught eighteen years 
in the mathematics department in Kettering City 
Schools.....

Todd Rich
Kettering Fairmont, 1990
Todd Rich was a four year letter winner in tennis. In his 
freshman year, he played second singles, was the team 
Most Valuable Player, and made the All-Area Team. The 
next year, he played first singles and repeated as MVP 
and All-Area. In Todd’s junior year, he again won the 
MVP award and First Team All-Area.....

Marc Alban
Kettering Fairmont, 2002
Marc earned 9 varsity letters, four in wrestling, four 
in cross country, and one in track. He graduated a 
valedictorian. He started wrestling in 7th grade and 
ran track and cross country to build conditioning. In 
his senior year, he was the captain of both the wrestling 
and cross country teams, and he won the prestigious.....

2020 Inductees — L-R JoAnne Riess, Beth Peyton,  
Kenny Leckrone and Coach Marty Hart
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2018

Betty Geoghegan
Fairmont West Dragons – 1979
Betty earned seven letters, three in gymnastics, three 
in track, and one in cross country. In Track she broke, 
and still holds, the All Fairmont Schools women’s high 
jump record of 5’7”.She was a three time All-Western 
Ohio League performer and was named OHSAA All-
Ohio. She was one of the first women at Fairmont to..... 

Kelly McCoy
Fairmont West Dragons – 1981
Kelly McCoy was an elite gymnast in national and 
international competition as a member of the US 
National Team.  In 1976 she was the State and 
Regional champion, and then won the Junior National 
Gymnastic Championship. In 1981, she led the Dragons 
to a State Championship and was the State Champion 
in the vault, the bars..... 

Andy Metzler
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 1995
Andy earned three letters in Men’s Basketball from 
1992-95. He started every game as a junior (17-7 
record) and senior, (20-5 record). He was his team’s 
most valuable player as a junior in 1993-94. That same 
year, with a 20.6 ppg league average, he made 1st team 
all-league, 1st team All-District 15, and named..... 

Cameron Campeau
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 2006
Cameron earned three letters in football, two in track, 
and three in wrestling. In wrestling, he was a district 
qualifier as a sophomore, junior and senior. He was the 
team captain and Most Valuable Player as a junior and 
senior. In his senior year, Cameron was the league and 
sectional champion, and was an OHSAA..... 

2017

Vanessa Gilbert
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 2005
Vanessa earned 8 varsity letter, 4 in cross country and 
4 in track. In her freshman year in Cross Country, she 
was 1st Team all GWOC, 2nd Team All District and 
the team’s Most Valuable. In her sophomore year she 
was Honorable Mention All GWOC and received the 
Sportsmanship Award..... 

Lamar Skeeter 
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 2007
Lamar earned 8 varsity letters, 4 in soccer and 4 in 
basketball. In soccer his freshman year the team was 
District Champions. In his sophomore year, the team 
was District Runners Up. He was 2ndt Team All 
GWOC and 1st Team All Area. In his junior year the 
team was 15-2-3. He was 1st Team..... 

Bill Lautar
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 2001
Bill earned 6 varsity letters, 2 in football and 4 in track 
and field. In his junior year in football, he received the 
team’s Most Improved, was 2nd Team All WOL and 
a Fairmont scholar athlete. In his senior year, he was 
team Captain, the team’s MVP, 1st Team All WOL and 
1st Team All Miami Valley. He played in the Miami 
Valley All Star game and was Fairmont and WOL 
scholar athlete. In track and field..... 

Sara Henn
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 2006
Sara earned 7 varsity letters 3 in sports medicine and 4 
in softball. She was a pitcher. In her freshman year the 
team was 24-5 and was GWOC Champions. Sara was 
Special Mention All GWOC. In her sophomore year 
the team was 20-7 and again GWOC Champions. She 
was 1st Team All GWOC..... 

Tom Sexton
Fairmont East Falcons – 1965
Tom earned 2 varsity letter in gymnastics. Tom was 
in the first junior class at East. As a junior, Tom broke 
his foot two weeks before the OHSAA Meet and could 
not compete. As a senior, the team was undefeated 
and WOL Champions. He was a member of the 1st..... 

L-R  Pete Ankeney, Jim Hoover, Dave Fisher,  
Dick Hoppe, Nick Becker, Phil Baker
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2016

Carly Mathes
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 2005
Carly earned 4 varsity letters in swimming. In her 
freshman year she set 2 school records in the 50 
free and 100 free. She was the GWOC and Sectional 
Champion and District Runner-up in the 50 free and 
qualified for the State in the 50 and 100 free, finishing 
8th and 7th. She was Team MVP. In her sophomore 
year..... 

Joe Hamilton
Fairmont West Dragons – 1968
Joe earned 4 varsity letters, 3 in basketball and 1 in 
baseball. In basketball as a junior, the team finished 
10-9. Joe, as a junior, was voted All WOL, All Dayton 
Daily News, All Greater Dayton, All K-O Times and 
was Journal Herald Honorable Mention. Joe was the 
leading scorer with 398 points..... 

COACH Ralph “Pete” Fowler
Fairmont Dragons – 1944-54
Pete came to Fairmont in 1944 after teaching several 
years in Waynesville and at Pasadena Elementary in 
Kettering. He taught Biology and General Science. 
In his 10 years as head baseball coach, Pete won 
2 Co-Miami Valley Leagues titles, 3 MVL titles, 6 
District titles..... 

Josh Jackson
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 1993
Josh earned 7 varsity letters, 3 in football, 1 in 
basketball, 2 in baseball and 1 in track. In football, as a 
junior, he was named 2nd Team All WOL and Channel 
22 player of the Week with 166 yards rushing and 2 
TD’s. He was selected Fairmont’s Best Offensive Back, 
averaged 6.6 yds..... 

Harry Otto
Kettering Fairmont Athletic Booster – 1989-99
Harry is the ultimate Booster. He ran concessions for 
10 years for Football, Boys and Girls Soccer, Volleyball, 
Boys and Girls Basketball, Wrestling, Boys and Girls 
Track, Softball and Baseball. Many times he had 
multiple events going on at the same time. He was 
always the first to arrive and the last to..... 

Jeff Long
Fairmont East Falcons – 1978
Jeff earned 4 varsity letters, 2 in football and 2 in 
baseball. In his junior year, the team went 6-3-1. He 
threw 2 touchdown passes to beat a #1 undefeated 
Fairmont West. He was voted the team’s Best Offensive 
Back, Honorable Mention All WOL and Dayton Daily 
News and Journal Herald All Star. In his senior year, 
the team went 7-3. He was Co-Captain, the team’s..... 

2015 

Don Harlow
Fairmont West Dragons – 1966
Don earned 5 varsity letters, 2 in football and 3 
in baseball. In football, Don played tight end and 
defensive tackle. In baseball, he was the catcher. His 
sophomore year the team finished 11-7. His batting 
average was .300 and fielding average was .981. In his 
junior year the team went..... 

Tom Bell
Fairmont East Falcons – 1980
Tom earned 4 varsity letters, 2 in football and 2 in 
baseball. In football, he was a defensive back his junior 
year and a running back his senior year. In his senior 
year, Tom was voted Co-MVP. In baseball, he played 
shortstop and third base. In his junior year, the team’s 
record was..... 

Sue CarrolI 
Fairmont East Falcons – 1976
Sue earned 9 varsity letters, 3 in volleyball, 3 in 
basketball and 3 in softball. In volleyball, she was Co-
Captain her junior and senior years. She had the best 
serving average her junior year. In her senior year they 
were District Champs. In basketball, as a sophomore, 
she set a record than still..... 

COACH Dave Rayburn 
Fairmont Dragons – 1954-62
Dave was hired in 1954 as a biology teacher, assistant 
football and assistant golf coach. He became head golf 
coach for the 1956 season. He served in this position 
for 7 years until his death in December of 1962. In his 
career as a golf coach, his overall dual match record was 
103 wins, 7 losses and 2 ties. His teams won 4 Miami 
Valley League titles and finished 2nd in the..... 

Andy Aracri
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 1996
ndy earned 6 varsity letters, 3 in football and 3 in track. 
In football, he was a 3 year started at defensive end. The 
team finished 6-4 his sophomore year. His junior year 
the team went 7-3. Andy was 1st Team All WOL, 1st 
Team All Area and 1st Team All Southwest District. 
In his senior year the team finished 9-1, were WOL 
Champions and finished..... 
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2014 

Ryan Reed
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 1995
Ryan earned 5 varsity letters, 2 in football and 3 in 
basketball. In football his junior year the team was 6-4. 
He was the leading receiver and named 2nd Team All 
WOL. In his senior year the team went 7-3, beating 
Alter and Centerville. He was named to the 2nd Team 
All WOL..... 

Webster “Webb” Manchester 
Fairmont Dragons – 1932
Webb earned 6 varsity letters. He lettered in track in 
his sophomore year and baseball in his junior year. 
He lettered in basketball all three years and in football 
his senior year. In a football game against Bradford, 
he scored every point in Fairmont’s victory of 21-0. 
In basketball..... 

Sean Nelson 
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 1998
Sean earned 6 varsity letters, 3 in football and 3 in 
basketball. In football the team record his sophomore 
year was 9-1. His junior year the team record was 7-3. 
He was the team’s Most Valuable Defensive Lineman, 1st 
Team All WOL, 2nd Team All Southwest Ohio and..... 

Katie Siroky 
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 1998
Katie earned 7 varsity letters, 3 in soccer, 1 in 
basketball and 3 in softball. Katie was the goalie in 
soccer. In her junior year, she was voted 3rd Team 
All WOL and 3rd Team All Area. She was named the 
teams Co-Most Valuable. In her senior year she was 
the team Most Valuable..... 

Brady Hoke
Fairmont East Falcons – 1977
Brady earned 9 varsity letters, 3 in football, 3 in 
wrestling and 3 in baseball. In football, Brady played 
both ways as center and linebacker. In his senior year 
in he was captain and voted the Most Valuable Player. 
He was named 1st Team All WOL, 1st Team All 
Greater Dayton and Honorable Mention in the State. In 
wrestling he was the WOL Champion at 185 his junior 
year and also a State Qualifier. In this senior year..... 

2013 

Christine “Kiki” Eby 
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 1984
Kiki earned 5 varsity letters, 3 in field hockey and 2 
in track. Her sophomore year, the team went 11-2. In 
her junior year, the team went 16-0-1 and was Ohio 
High School Athletic Association State Champions. 
Her senior year, the team went 18-0 and were again 
OHSAA State Champions..... 

Tom Adams 
Fairmont East Falcons – 1972
Tom earned 8 varsity letters, 3 in football, 3 in 
basketball and 2 in baseball. In football he started as a 
quarterback and after an injury moved to corner/wide 
receiver. He was voted 2nd Team All WOL his junior 
year. In his senior year he was 1st Team All WOL, 1st 
Team All Area..... 

Jo Ann Kurz 
Fairmont East Falcons – 1973
Jo Ann earned the equivalent of 7 varsity letters. She 
competed in the days of GAA. She earned 2 letters in 
field hockey, 2 in basketball and 3 in tennis. In field 
hockey her senior year, the team was 8-0-0 and she was 
voted Most Spirited. In tennis her sophomore year, the 
team finished 8-0, the first undefeated season for East. 
She played second singles. Her record was..... 

Chris Rolfe 
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 2001
Chris earned 3 varsity letters in soccer. His sophomore 
year he was 2nd Team All WOL and set a school record 
for the most goals scored in one season. In his junior 
year he was voted 1st Team All WOL, 1st Team All 
Area and 1st Team All District. The team was District 
Champs and was ranked..... 
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2012 

Vivian Eads 
Fairmont Dragons – 1945
Vivian was a multi-sport athlete. She played field 
hockey, basketball, bowling, volleyball, and softball 
during the era when female athletes did not receive 
school letters. She was a member of the Girls Athletic 
Association all four years. She was elected GAA 
president her senior year and earned the most..... 

Chris Gelvin 
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 1985
Chris earned 3 varsity letters in wrestling. He is the 
only OHSAA State Wrestling Champion in Fairmont 
History. He was Western Ohio League Champion for 
3 years. He was Sectional and District Champion his 
junior and senior years. In his junior year he was a 1st 
Team Greater Miami Valley..... 

Stacy Nolan 
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 1987
Stacy earned 6 varsity letters, 3 in basketball and 3 in 
softball. In her junior year the team record was 20-3. 
They finished 1st in the WOL. She was named 2nd 
Team All WOL and Honorable Mention in District 15. 
In her senior year the team finished 22-1. They were 
1st in the WOL..... 

Deidre “Deidee” Bissinger 
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 1996
Deidee earned 6 varsity letters, 4 in tennis and 2 in 
track. In her freshman year in tennis she played singles 
and placed 2nd in the Sectional, 4th in the District 
and was an OHSAA State Qualifier. She was named 
1st Team All WOL and 1st Team All Area. In her 
sophomore year..... 

COACH Larry McVey 
Fairmont, Fairmont East,  
Kettering Fairmont Coach – 1960-1992
Larry started coaching at Fairmont High School as an 
assistant football coach in 1960. In 1969 he started as 
an assistant wrestling coach at Fairmont East. From 
1970-1983 Larry served as an assistant football coach 
and head wrestling coach. When the schools joined 
together, he again served as an assistant football..... 

2011 

Sarah Fiden 
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 2000
Sarah earned 4 varsity letters in swimming. Sarah 
was WOL 1st Team for 3 years, WOL champion in 
5 events and WOL record holder in 2 events. She 
was 5 time Sectional Champion and held Sectional 
records in 2 events. She was a 4 time District qualifier 
and qualified..... 

Herwig Baumann
Fairmont Dragons – 1962
Herwig earned 5 varsity letters, 2 in basketball and 3 
in tennis. In basketball his junior year he scored 268 
points and averaged 12.2 points per game. He was 
named the Best Foul Shooter on the team. The team 
record was MVL Champions. In his senior year, the 
team again was MVL..... 

Carrie Cordonnier 
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 1987
Carrie earned 5 varsity letters, 3 in volleyball and 2 
in basketball. In her sophomore year, the volleyball 
team was WOL and District Champions. In her 
junior year, the team repeated as WOL and District 
Champions. In her senior year, Carrie was co-captain, 
Most Valuable Player..... 

Dave Bromley 
Fairmont West Dragons – 1972
Dave earned 2 varsity letters in basketball. In his junior 
year the team was Sectional Champions. Dave was 
named 3rd Team All WOL, KO Times Honorable 
Mention and Journal Herald All Stars Honorable 
Mention. He had the best foul shooting percentage of 
80%. In his senior year, the team was Sectional and.....  

COACH Rick Robertson
Kettering Fairmont Coach – 1991-2003
Rick came to Kettering Fairmont as head football 
coach in 1991. His record at Fairmont was 70-50. His 
lifetime record is 129-94-1. His Fairmont teams were 
WOL Champions in 1992, 1995 and 1997. In 1995 the 
team was ranked 9th in the AP state ranking. He was 
voted WOL..... 

Coach John Stuckey, Coach Pete Ankney,  
and past AD Mickey Morgan

Marilyn Norris, Patty Baird, Harry Keifer, Scott Keifer
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2010 

Devon Bissinger 
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 1998
Devon earned 8 varsity letters, 4 in tennis and 4 in 
basketball. In tennis she and her sister, Deidre, were 
OHSAA Doubles Champions in Devon’s freshman 
and sophomore years. In her freshman year she was 
also named 2nd team All WOL and All Area in singles. 
Her sophomore year..... 

Drew Fiden 
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 1998 
Drew earned 5 varsity letters, 4 in swimming and 
1 in baseball. In swimming, Drew was named team 
Most Valuable all 4 years, All WOL all 4 years and 
All State for 3 years. In his freshman year, he was the 
WOL Champion in the 100 yd. Breaststroke and was 
a District qualifier..... 

Gene Baker 
Fairmont West Dragons – 1967 
Gene earned 6 varsity letters, 3 in football and 3 
in track. Gene’s sophomore year the football team 
finished 5-5 and placed 2nd in the WOL. His junior 
year the team was 5-5 and again placed 2nd in the 
WOL. He was voted the Most Improved and Best 
Blocker. His senior year..... 

Jim Shroyer 
Fairmont Dragons – 1959
Jim earned 7 varsity letters, 2 in football, 2 in basketball 
and 3 in baseball. In football, Jim was a quarterback. 
In his junior year the team was 8-1 and 6th in the 
State in the AP and UP poll. The team was 9-0 his 
senior year. They were MVL Champions. They were 
7 in the State..... 

Jim Merrill 
Fairmont West Dragons – 1976
Jim earned 6 varsity letters, 3 in football and 3 in 
baseball. Jim was the quarterback on the football team 
his junior year when the team went 10-0. They were 
WOL Champions. The team set 3 WOL records, was 
#1 in the Journal Herald All Area Poll, was #3 in the 
Southwest Region..... 

2009 

COACH Neal Charske 
Fairmont East,  
Kettering Fairmont Coach – 1963-96
Neal began his coaching career as a volunteer coach 
in 1962 at Fairmont. He became Head Cross Country 
Coach at Fairmont East in 1963 and coached Cross 
Country there for the next 20 years. He then coached 
at Kettering Fairmont from 1984-96.....  

Robert Kepler 
Fairmont Dragons – 1927
Bob Kepler earned 7 varsity letters, 2 in golf, 1 in 
football, 2 in tennis and 2 in basketball. Fairmont 
fielded their first golf team in 1926. Bob was captain 
of the golf team in both his junior and senior years. 
He was one of the best high school golfers in his era. 
Bob earned national..... 

Mike Lee 
Fairmont West Dragons – 1975
Mike Lee earned 3 varsity letters in basketball. He 
averaged 18 points per game. In his senior year, the 
team tied for 1st in the WOL with a 16-5 record. He 
was the team MVP and Best Foul Shooter (77.1%). He 
was named 1st Team K-O Times, 1st Team Journal 
Herald All Area..... 

Sherm Bowser 
Fairmont West, Kettering Fairmont 
Athletic Director – 1963-92
Sherm came to Fairmont West in 1963 as a Health & 
Physical Education teacher and Athletic Director and 
eventually was named Coordinator of Health & PE, K 
thru 12. During his tenure, he served as the Western 
Ohio League secretary and drew up the WOL schedules 
for all sports for 20 years.....  
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2008 

Brian Bonelli 
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 1996
Brian earned 5 varsity letters, 3 in football, 1 in baseball 
and 1 in track. He was a 3 year starter in football at 
quarterback. He was captain of the team his senior 
year. His 3 year record was 22 wins and 8 losses. Brian 
set many Fairmont records. He completed 15 passes 
in a game..... 

Charles Petzold 
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 1988
Charles earned 6 varsity letters, 3 in golf and 3 in 
basketball. He was All WOL in golf his junior and 
senior years. He placed 3rd in the District and 4th in 
the Regional his junior year which qualified him for the 
State Tournament. In his senior year, he set a school 
record of 33..... 

Robert “Buck” Bendig 
Fairmont Dragons – 1940
Buck earned 7 varsity letters, 2 in football, 2 in 
basketball and 3 in baseball. In football, Buck was All 
MVL running back and All Ohio Honorable Mention 
his senior year. The 1939 team won the first MVL 
Championship for Fairmont with a record of 9-0-1. 
Buck was All-Ohio Honorable Mention..... 

Kami Runzo 
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 1993
Kami earned 4 varsity letters in swimming. She 
qualified for Districts and State all four years as a 
member of the 400 Free Relay. She qualified for 
Districts in the 200 Individual Medley all three years 
and placing 9th her junior year and 8th her senior year 
at the OHSAA State..... 

Monica Keifer 
Fairmont East Falcons – 1976
Monica earned 7 varsity letters, 2 in field hockey, 2 in 
basketball, 2 in track and field and 1 in softball. In field 
hockey, she was co-captain her senior year and led the 
team in scoring with 18 goals. In her senior year, she 
was a tri-captain. The team was District Champions..... 

2007 

COACH Rusty Clifford
Fairmont West, East and 
Kettering Fairmont Coach – 1973-90
Rusty started coaching in Kettering at Fairmont West 
in 1973 as an assistant football and track coach. He 
was head football coach at Fairmont East from 1975-
1982. His record was 46-30-4 and produced 50% of all 
Fairmont East football wins. His teams were 5-3 in..... 

Charlane Bowden
Fairmont West Dragons – 1964
Charlane earned 6 varsity letters while participating 
in GAA. She earned 2 letters in field hockey, 3 in 
basketball and 1 in softball. In field hockey she was a 
member of the varsity that brought the record to 58 
undefeated games. The team record for 2 years was 
13-0-3. She was the second leading scorer..... 

Paul G. Gaffney II
Fairmont West Dragons – 1964
Paul earned 6 varsity letters, 3 in cross country and 3 
in track. In cross country, he was team captain. The 
team was MVL champs his junior and senior year. 
The team finished 2nd in the District and 8th in the 
OHSAA State Meet his junior year. They were 3rd in 
the OHSAA meet..... 

Jim Schumann
Fairmont East Falcons – 1978
Jim earned 4 varsity letters, 2 in football and 2 in tennis. 
In football Jim was named to the All WOL First Team 
as offensive tackle. In his senior year, he was named 
MVP, All WOL 1st Team offensive tackle and Lineman 
of the Year. He was also named to the First Team 
Journal Herald..... 

Lisa Eck
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 1993
Lisa earned 6 varsity letters, 4 in swimming and 2 in 
field hockey. Lisa received the MVP Award all four 
years in swimming. She qualified in the 50 Free and 
the 100 free in the District all 4 years. She placed in the 
OHSAA State Meet in the 50 Free all 4 years, finishing 
11th, 6th, 8th..... 

Jason Patterson
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 1995
Jason earned 7 varsity letters, 2 in football, 2 in 
wrestling and 3 in track and field. In football his senior 
year he was named All WOL 1st Team, All District, All 
Area, played in the Miami Valley All Star game and 
was the Rick Ross Scholarship winner. In wrestling 
his senior year he was..... 

Hall of Famers — Coach Rusty Clifford and Jeff Long
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Jane Neff
Fairmont West Dragons – 1979
Jane earned 5 varsity letters, 3 in volleyball and 2 in 
track and field. In volleyball Jane’s career team match 
record was 65-3. Her career games record was 126-
14. She was named All WOL 1st Team and Co-Most 
Valuable in the WOL her senior year. She played on a 
team that won 3 WOL titles..... 

Pete Luther
Fairmont West Dragons – 1970
Pete earned 5 varsity letters, 2 in football, 2 in basketball 
and 1 in baseball. In football Pete was named All WOL 
Honorable Mention , Honorable Mention Journal 
Herald All Area and received the Most Coachable 
Award. In basketball his junior year he was 3rd Team 
All WOL, and KO Times 1st Team..... 

Suzy Kurz
Fairmont East Falcons – 1972
Suzy earned 7 varsity letters, 3 in tennis, 2 in basketball 
and 2 in volleyball. In tennis, Suzy was undefeated in 
three years of singles play. During her tennis career 
she received the MVP Award for 3 years, Best Season 
Record, Most Wins and Best Career Record. Her 
sophomore year, the team had their first..... 

Calvin Withrow
Fairmont Dragons – 1963
Calvin earned 4 varsity letters, 3 in football and 1 in 
track. In football, Cal was named to the Greater Dayton 
All League and the Dayton Daily News All Miami 
Valley as a junior. That team was 8-0-2 and was MVL 
Champions. His senior year, the team was 7-2-1. He 
was named co-captain, named to the..... 

COACH Fran Eden
Fairmont West Dragons Coach – 1967-2005
Fran was hired to teach health, physical education and 
coach softball and gymnastics and work with GAA. She 
coached gymnastics for 8 years. The dual meet record 
was 37-16-1. West won the first WOL Girls Gymnastics 
Meet in 1974-75. She coached volleyball for 5 years with 
a varsity match record of 89-7.....  

2005 

COACH Pete Ankney
Fairmont Dragons Coach – 1957-61
Pete came to Fairmont High School his senior year 
after attending Roosevelt and Oakwood. He lettered 
in football, basketball and track. He came to Fairmont 
as an assistant football coach in 1957. He became head 
football and track coach in 1959. His football record for 
the years at Fairmont was 18-2-0. The 1959..... 

Stacie Bruce
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 1987
Stacie earned 3 varsity letters in basketball. The team 
record for her 3 years was 53-6. As a sophomore she 
was voted Most Improved, named to the All Area team, 
District 15 team and the All Southwest Ohio team. 
Her honors included MVP, 1st Team All WOL, WOL 
Player of the Year, District..... 

Frank Dodd
Fairmont Dragons – 1945
Frank earned 2 letters in football, 2 in basketball, 2 
in track and 4 in tennis. Frank played end in football. 
Captain of the tennis team his junior and senior year, 
he played singles all four years, first singles for three 
years. He led the team to 3 MVL championships. He 
was District Champion in first singles..... 

Robert Logan
Fairmont Dragons – 1962
Bob earned 4 varsity letters, 2 in golf and 2 in basketball. 
He was captain of the golf and basketball teams his 
senior year. The basketball team won the MVL title, 
the first one in 14 years. He was named MVP, All 
MVL, Journal Herald All Miami Valley, and Dayton 
Daily News All Miami Valley 2nd Team in basketball. 
The team was District Runner-Up. In golf, Bob was..... 

Dan Paulick
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 1993
Dan earned 10 varsity letters, 3 in football, 3 in 
basketball and 4 in track. In football he was a 3-year 
starter and a 2-way starter at WR/DB. His senior 
year he was Most Valuable Defensive Back, 1st Team 
WOL, 1st Team All Area and Special Mention All 
Southwest..... 

Bob Reef
Fairmont East Falcons – 1970
Bob earned 6 varsity letters, 3 in cross country and 3 
in track. In cross country as a sophomore, he finished 
in the top 10 in the invitationals in which the team 
participated. He placed 4th in the WOL and 5th in 
the District. His junior year, he placed in the top 5 in 
invitationals..... 
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Gene Fisher
Fairmont Dragons – 1953
Gene earned 7 varsity letters. He played football his 
senior year. The team was MVL Champion and he was 
named All League Honorable Mention. In basketball 
he was awarded 3 varsity letters. He was First Team 
All MVL his junior and senior year. He was named to 
the Greater Dayton All Star Team his senior year..... 

Rob Jones
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 1990
Rob earned 4 varsity letters in track and field and 1 
in football. Rob did not play football until his senior 
year. In track Rob was a hurdler and long jumper. He 
was voted Most Valuable in track his junior and senior 
year. In his junior year he qualified for the OHSAA 
State Meet. He placed 5th in the 110 high hurdles and 
made it into the semifinal heat..... 

Lecia Kaltenbach
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 1985
Lecia earned 8 varsity letters. In volleyball she received 
3 varsity letters and her honors include 2nd Team All 
WOL her junior year, 1st Team All WOL, 1st Team All 
District and 3rd Team All State her senior year. The 
team was WOL Champion her sophomore and senior 
years and second place in the WOL..... 

Linda Marquardt
Fairmont West Dragons – 1970
Linda earned 10 varsity letters. She was awarded 3 
letters in field hockey. She was the leading scored her 
junior and senior year. The team record for her 3 years 
was 12-4-4. She earned 2 letters in gymnastics. She 
scored the most points on the team her senior year. 
She earned 2 letters..... 

Bill Rayburg
Fairmont West Dragons – 1971
Bill earned 7 varsity letters. He was awarded 3 varsity 
letters in football. As a sophomore he was Honorable 
Mention All Southwestern Ohio. His junior year he 
was named 1st Team All WOL, 1st Team Journal 
Herald and Dayton Daily News, 1st Team All Greater 
Dayton..... 

COACH Doug Schmidt
Fairmont East,  
Kettering Fairmont Coach, 1967-1988
Doug started teaching science and coaching football at 
Oberlin High School in 1959-60. He was an assistant 
football coach. He went to Miamisburg in 1961-62 and 
became head coach at Miamisburg in 1963 until 1966. 
He was an assistant at Fairmont East in 1966 and..... 

2003 

COACH Wendy Devine
Fairmont West, 
Kettering Fairmont Coach, 1982 – 1986
Wendy started teaching and coaching field hockey 
at Van Buren Junior High in 1974. She coached field 
hockey for 5 years (43-3-3). In 1982 she moved to the 
head coaching position at Fairmont West and won the 
OHSAA State Championship. She was then named..... 

Mike Dunn
Fairmont East Falcons – 1982
Mike earned 2 varsity letters in basketball and 3 in 
baseball. In basketball, Mike was a 2-year starter and 
was voted MVP in his senior year. In baseball his 3-year 
record as a pitcher was 21-5, he struck out 127 and 
walked 21. His batting average was .394 and he had 
an ERA of 1.94..... 

Robert Pugh
Fairmont Dragons – 1954
Bob earned 2 letters in football and 2 in track. Bob 
started every football game as a junior and senior. He 
was a team captain his senior year. The defense that 
year established a Fairmont record for the least points 
allowed in a season. Fairmont won 3 consecutive 
football MVL titles..... 

Scott Keifer
Fairmont East Falcons – 1983
Scott earned 3 varsity letters in football and track. In 
football, Scott was named 1st Team All WOL, 1st Team 
Journal Herald, and South Regional All-Star nominee. 
He returned 4 kickoffs for touchdowns and was named 
the teams MVP his senior year. He scored the winning 
touchdown..... 

COACH John Stuckey
Fairmont, Fairmont West Coach – 1957-65
ohn started teaching in Kettering in the 1957-58 school 
year. He had previously taught and coached basketball 
at Farmer High School (21-20), Ohio City High School 
(20-4), and St. Mary’s Memorial (75-23). At Fairmont 
and Fairmont West, John coached basketball, golf and 
tennis. In golf, John had 3 teams as District Champions, 
2 League Champions, 1 team that finished 4th in..... 

Bob Zimmerman
Fairmont Dragons – 1958
Bob earned 1 letter in basketball and 3 letters in golf. In 
golf, Bob was named Most Valuable for the team and 
MVP in the District. He was named to the 1st Team All 
League. He was Fairmont’s leading golfer for 3 years. 
In the OHSAA State Tournament the team finished 
3rd in 1956..... 
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Phillip Drayton
Fairmont West Dragons – 1968
Phil earned 5 varsity letters: 2 in football, 1 in wrestling 
and 2 in track. In football, Phil was named Best 
Defensive Back by the team, made 1st Team All WOL 
as a linebacker and was 2nd Team All Area as a wide 
receiver his senior year. The team finished 2nd in the 
WOL his junior year..... 

James Horlacher
Fairmont Dragons – 1962
Jim earned 6 varsity letters: 3 in football and 3 in track. 
In football his sophomore year, the team went 9-0 and 
were MVL Champs, ranking third in the AP poll. In 
his junior year, the team went 8-2. He was a two-way 
starter at RB and DHB. He kicked-off and was the 
PAT/FG kicker..... 

COACH Robert Kritzer
Fairmont, Fairmont West,
Kettering Fairmont Coach – 1962-1988
Bob came to the Kettering City School system in the 
fall of 1962 as an assistant football coach under Jim 
Hoover. Bob coached cross country from 1967-1975 (9 
years) and Track from 1963-1988 (25 years, the third 
longest tenure of any head coach). In cross country, 
Bob won 75%..... 

Walter Schutz
Fairmont Dragons – 1947
Walter earned 9 varsity letters: 4 in football, 2 in 
basketball, 2 in track and 1 in tennis. In football, Walter 
played center, linebacker and end. In basketball, as a 
freshman, he played center and that freshman team 
won the Dayton Junior High League. In his senior year, 
they were the MVL..... 

Marion “Whitey” Stewart
Fairmont Dragons – 1949
Marion earned 7 varsity letters: 2 in football, 2 in 
basketball, 2 in baseball and 1 in track. In football, he 
was All MVL Guard his junior and senior year. His 
senior year he was a member of the Journal Herald All 
Star Football Team and elected to the Dayton Daily 
News All League Team...... 

2001 

Jim Andrews
Fairmont Dragons – 1957
Jim earned a total of 9 varsity letters: 3 in football, 3 in 
basketball and 3 in baseball. He was voted to the All 
MVL Team and All Ohio North-South All Star Team 
his senior year. In basketball he was named to the All 
MVL Team. In baseball he was again All MVL and 
named to the All Ohio..... 

Clyde “Buck” Bolender
Fairmont Dragons – 1927
Clyde earned a total of 9 varsity letters: 3 in football, 2 
in basketball, 2 in baseball and 2 in track and field. He 
was named All-Ohio Class B fullback in 1926. In his 
senior year in basketball, Clyde was named to the All 
County Team. That team was also the Montgomery 
County Champions..... 

Kim Dodson
Fairmont East Falcons – 1978
Kim earned 8 varsity letters: 2 in volleyball, 3 in 
basketball and 3 in softball. In volleyball, Kim was on 
the 1st Team WOL, tied for Player of the Year in the 
WOL, named to the K-O Times First Team and was 
named MVP in her senior year. She played on the 
District Championships..... 

Greg Garnica
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 1985
Greg participated in football and in basketball. He 
earned 3 varsity letters in football. Greg was First Team 
Western Ohio League in 1983 and 1984, All District in 
1983 and 1984 and All State in 1983 and 1984. Greg 
was Captain his senior year and also received the Most 
Valuable Player Award. Greg was one of a few Fairmont 
players ever to receive All State honors in..... 

COACH Barbara Rausch
Fairmont and Fairmont East Coach 1963-1983
Barbara Rausch was a 1957 graduate of Fairmont High 
School. She was active in GAA and band. Barbara 
graduated from Bowling Green State University in 
1961. Barbara joined the Fairmont faculty in 1962. In 
1962-63, Barbara coached field hockey and softball. 
When Fairmont..... 

Megan Whiteside
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 1990
Megan earned 9 varsity letters: 3 in soccer, 2 in 
basketball and 4 in track and field. In soccer Megan was 
named 1st Team All WOL and 1st Team All Dayton 
South in both her junior and senior years. In basketball 
she was named Second Team All WOL and MVP and 
District 15..... 

Jon D. Hoke, Brady Hoke and Coach Larry McVey
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COACH Vince Arnold
Fairmont Dragons Coach – 1942-53
Vince Arnold was head basketball coach for 11 years, 
winning 141 and losing 62 games. His 1946 team won 
16 and lost 2, each by a single point, which meant the 
loss of 2 championships, the MVL and the District. The 
1947 team produced Fairmont’s first MVL and District 
Championships..... 

Karen Baker
Fairmont East Falcons – 1970
Karen earned 9 varsity awards: 3 in field hockey, 3 in 
basketball and 3 in softball. In field hockey she was 
voted MVP her senior year. The team went undefeated 
her senior year. In basketball she was the MVP in her 
junior and senior years. As a senior she had the best 
fielding percentage..... 

Mike Baker
Fairmont East Falcons – 1968
Mike earned 8 varsity letters: 3 in football, 2 in 
basketball and 3 in baseball. In football, Mike was 
the starting quarterback for two and a half years. His 
senior year he was a member of the WOL All Stars, 
was selected to the All Area team and was MVP for 
the Falcons. In basketball..... 

COACH Nancy Benadum
Fairmont, Fairmont East Coach, K. Fairmont – 1961-86
Nancy came to the Kettering City School system in 
1961. She taught Health and Physical Education and 
coached girls’ basketball, both varsity and reserve. 
When Fairmont High School split in 1963, she moved 
to Fairmont East. She coached volleyball (1963-83), 
basketball (1963-78)..... 

Philip Baker
Fairmont West Dragons – 1967
Phil won 6 varsity letters: earning 2 letters in football, 
1 in wrestling and 3 in track and field. In football, 
Phil, a two-way starter, was All WOL Defensive Back, 
First Team Journal Herald All Stars, Fairmont West 
Best Defensive Back and held the school record for 
punt returns..... 

Nick Becker
Fairmont West Dragons – 1970
Nick participated in 3 sports and won 7 varsity letters: 
3 in football, 3 in track and field and 1 in basketball. 
As a football player, Nick was First Team All WOL, 
Best Offensive Back, Back of the Week, WOL Scoring 
Champion, All Dayton Area and was considered the 
best all-around..... 

Robert Colburn
Fairmont Dragons – 1956
Bob participated in 3 sports and won 9 letters: 3 in 
football, 3 in basketball and 3 in tennis. In football, 
Bob was All MVL in 1955. The team won the League 
Championship in 1953. In basketball he was All MVL 
in 1955 and 1956. In tennis he was the MVL Singles 
Champion..... 

Robert Delaney
Fairmont Dragons – 1950
Bob earned 7 varsity letters: 3 in football, 2 in basketball 
and 2 in baseball. He was field captain and leading 
scorer on Dragons’ 1949 MVL Championship team. 
In 1949, Bob established a school record by rushing 
297 yards in Fairmont’s victory over Troy in the MVL 
Championship game..... 

COACH Robert Chapman
Fairmont, Fairmont East,  
K. Fairmont Coach – 1961-1989
Bob taught school for 33 years and coached for 30 years. 
He coached football in Kettering for 10 years and was 
head baseball coach at Fairmont East for 19 years and 
at Kettering Fairmont for six years. His teams won 386 
games and lost..... 

Clifford Bolender
Fairmont Dragons – 1930
Clifford “Stub” Bolender was an all-around athlete. 
He participated in football, basketball and track and 
field for all 4 years. He was a 3-year starter in football 
and basketball and won numerous letters, at least 9. 
In track his specialty was shot put and discus. In his 
senior year..... 

Russ Compton
Fairmont East Falcons – 1974
Russ earned 7 varsity awards: 2 in football, 2 in 
wrestling and 3 in track and field. In football the team 
tied for the WOL title his junior year. As a senior, he 
was named the MVP on the team. As an offensive 
tackle, he was named to the All Journal Herald Team, 
All Greater Dayton..... 

Ralph Marburger
Fairmont Dragons – 1934
Ralph participated 4 years in football, 3 years in 
basketball, 3 years in baseball, and 2 years in track 
and field. He earned a total of 11 varsity letters: 3 in 
football, 3 in basketball, 3 in baseball and 2 in track 
and field. Ralph was an All League halfback and varsity 
football captain..... 
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Kenneth DeHaven
Fairmont Dragons – 1957
Ken won 8 varsity letters: 3 in football, 2 in basketball 
and 3 in track and field. Ken was All MVL in football, 
basketball and track. He was Most Valuable in football 
and basketball. He was Second Team All Ohio in 
Football. He was a member of the track team that 
won the MVL.....  

David Fisher
Fairmont Dragons – 1963
Dave was a 6 varsity letter winner: 3 in football and 3 
in track. In football, he was All MVL fullback in 1961 
and 1962, Dayton Daily News All Area, played in the 
Ohio North-South All Star game, First Team All Ohio 
AP and UP and in 1962 was a Street and Smith High 
School..... 

Danyle Harvey
Fairmont West Dragons – 1979
Danyle earned 5 varsity letters: 2 in volleyball and 3 
in track and field. She played on the volleyball team 
that won 2 WOL, 2 District, 1 Regional and 1 OHSAA 
State Title. She was named to the WOL 3rd Team as 
a junior and WOL 2nd Team her senior year. As a 
varsity player..... 

Tom Hawk
Fairmont West Dragons – 1976
Tom won 6 varsity letters: 3 in basketball and 3 in 
baseball. In baseball, Tom was All WOL as a junior 
and senior. He was selected to the All District and All 
State Teams. In 1976, Tom was selected to play in the 
All Ohio All Star Baseball Game. Tom led Fairmont 
West to the WOL Championship his senior year. Tom 
states that his fondest memories are..... 

Nanette Hieb
Fairmont West Dragons – 1979 
Nanette won 8 varsity letters: 3 in volleyball, 2 in 
basketball and 3 in track and field. In volleyball, her 
teams were WOL and District Champions in 1976, ‘77, 
and ‘78, and Regional and State Champions in 1976 
and 1978. Nan was 2nd Team All WOL as a junior 
and 1st Team..... 

COACH Richard T. Hoppe
Fairmont West Dragons Coach – 1963-77
Dick Hoppe is a native son of Kettering and a 1957 
graduate of Fairmont where he played football and 
track for 3 years each. Dick graduated from Fairmont in 
1957 after earning 3 letters in football and 3 in track and 
field. His first coaching positions were at Southdale..... 

Harry Keifer
Fairmont Dragons – 1951
Harry participated 4 years in football, 4 years in 
basketball, 2 years in baseball and 2 years in track. He 
earned 7 varsity letters: 3 in football, 2 in basketball and 2 
in baseball. Harry played three years as a varsity fullback. 
He was selected to the following All MVL Teams..... 

Kyle Kramer
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 1985
Kyle received 6 varsity letters: 3 in football and 3 in 
track and field. In football, Kyle was All WOL his senior 
year and received the team honor of Most Valuable 
Defensive Back. In track, he was All WOL in 1984 and 
1985, taking league titles in the 110m High Hurdles. In 
addition, Kyle set the Kettering Fairmont school record 
in the 300m Low Hurdles. To add to his track honors..... 

Tim Kritzer
Fairmont West Dragons – 1975
Tim earned 6 varsity letters: 3 in football and 3 in track 
and field. Tim was All WOL split end in 1974, First 
Team Dayton Daily News All Area and First Team 
Journal Herald. He was the WOL Receiving Leader, 
Kick Off and Kick Off Return Leader in his senior 
year. He helped..... 

Marilyn MacLardie
Fairmont Dragons – 1948
Marilyn participated in field hockey and tennis for 4 
years. This was an era when girl athletes did not receive 
school letters. Girls’ Athletic Association gave points 
for playing interscholastic and intramural sports. The 
top award was a gold cup for 5,000 points. Marilyn 
attained 6,000 points..... 

Patrick McDermott
Fairmont West Dragons – 1974
Pat earned 7 varsity letters: 3 in football, 1 in basketball 
and 3 in track and field. In football Pat was named 
All WOL, All Greater Dayton, All Southwest Ohio 
and All State his senior year. In track and field, Pat 
helped the team win two Sectional titles in his junior 
and senior year..... 

Brenda Zimmer
Fairmont East Falcons - 1978
Brenda earned 8 varsity letters: 2 in volleyball, 3 in 
basketball and 3 in softball. In volleyball she played on 
3 District Champion teams and played in 3 Regional 
semifinal games. She was named co-captain and 
elected to the All WOL 2nd Team in her senior year. 
In basketball..... 
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Tom Worthington
Fairmont East Falcons – 1967
Tom won 5 letters: 2 in basketball and 3 in baseball. 
In basketball, Tom was a starter his junior and senior 
years and was a member of the All WOL his senior 
year. As a pitcher, Tom won 8 games and lost 1 as a 
senior with an overall record of 14 wins and 2 losses. 
Tom averaged..... 

David McVey
Fairmont East Falcons – 1981
Dave earned 9 varsity letters: 3 in football, 3 in wrestling 
and 3 in track and field. In football his senior year he 
was first Team All WOL Linebacker, All Southwest 
District Team and Fairmont East’s Most Valuable 
Player. In wrestling he was Most Valuable in his 
junior.....  

Janet Shock
Fairmont Dragons – 1936
Janet graduated from Fairmont High School at a time 
when interscholastic athletics were very limited, almost 
nonexistent, for women athletes. Janet’s ability and skill 
in golf were recognized, and she became a member of 
the Fairmont boys’ golf team. She played four years 
on the team..... 

Shelley Stone
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 1984
Shelley Stone won 7 varsity letters: 1 in cheerleading, 
1 in cross country, 2 in gymnastics and 3 in track and 
field while attending Fairmont East and Kettering 
Fairmont High Schools. In gymnastics, she was 
twice Most Valuable. In track and field, Shelley was a 
consistent All-WOL..... 

Janet Wallace
Fairmont Dragons – 1948
Janet participated in field hockey and tennis for 4 
years. This was an era when girl athletes did not 
receive school letters. The top award was a gold cup 
for 5,000 points. Janet attained 6,000 by the end of 
her senior year. Janet was a member of GAA all four 
years and president..... 

Volunteer Ruth Widman with former  
selection member Jonnie Shoemacher

Kettering Board of Education

PRIORITY Beth Peyton with College Placard
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Jack Archer
Fairmont Dragons – 1953
Jack Archer won 7 varsity letters: 2 in football, 2 in 
basketball and 3 in baseball. He was unanimous choice 
and Captain of the 1952 MVL All Star Football team. 
Jack was All MVL in baseball in 1953. He led the 
Dragons to 5 MVL Championships: 2 in football in 
1951 and 1952..... 

Terry Bell
Fairmont East Falcons – 1980
Terry Bell won 5 varsity letters: 3 in baseball and 2 
in football. As a baseball player he was All WOL as a 
junior and senior, All-District as a junior and senior 
(co-MVP as a senior) and All-Ohio as a senior. In 
addition, Terry played in the Ohio Baseball All-Star 
Game. In football..... 

Maureen Cogan
Fairmont East Falcons – 1981
Maureen Cogan won 8 varsity letters: 2 in cross 
country, 3 in gymnastics and 3 in track. She was also a 
football cheerleader for three years. She was selected as 
an MVP 5 times, twice in track and cross country and 
once in gymnastics. She was a state champion in cross 
country her junior year and finished third in the state 
her senior year. In track she was second..... 

Russell E. Creager
Fairmont Dragons – 1931
Russ Creager won 8 varsity letters at Fairmont: 4 in 
football and 4 basketball. He was the“Spark Plug” in 
both sports. The 1929 Yearbook said “Russ was the 
main scoring threat for the Dragons in Football” and 
the 1930 Yearbook said “He was a great line plugger”..... 

Jeff Feicht
Fairmont West Dragons – 1975
Jeff was a stand out in both football and baseball, 
earning 3 varsity letters in each sport. He was a First 
Team All-WOL Running Back his senior year playing 
for the Dragons who won the League Championship. 
He was also selected as WOL Player of the Year and 
was OHSAA Southwest District Back of the Year. He 
later was named.....  

Jeff Garnica
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds – 1984 
Jeff Garnica won 6 varsity letters: 3 in football and 3 
in basketball. As a football player he was All WOL as a 
junior and senior, All Southwest District Second Team 
as a junior, and All District 1st Team as a senior. As 
a basketball player he was All WOL as a junior and a 
senior and All..... 

Jon D. Hoke
Fairmont East Falcons – 1975
Jon D. Hoke won 4 varsity letters: 2 in football and 2 
in baseball. He was MVP in football his senior year 
and also All WOL. In baseball he was All Dayton 
Daily News his senior year. The baseball team was 
WOL Champions during his sophomore year. After 
graduation..... 

Kathy Huelsman
Kettering Fairmont Firebirds - 1988
Kathy Huelsman earned 9 varsity letters: 3 each in 
soccer, basketball and softball. In soccer she was 
unprecedented three times First Team All-WOL, 
Team MVP as a junior and senior and District Player 
of the Year as a senior. Kathy has been one of the most 
honored WOL athletes.....  

Tim Irelan
Fairmont West Dragons – 1971
Tim won 2 letters in both football and baseball while 
at Fairmont West. He was awarded the Charles Finley 
Award as the most outstanding male athlete. He was 
Co-Captain of the 1970 football team (8-2) and voted 
the best offensive back on that team. A two way starter 
in football, he was First Team All-Greater Dayton, First 
Team All-WOL.....  

Jim Irons
Fairmont Dragons – 1945
Jim Iron’s participated 4 years in football: 3 years in 
basketball, 4 years in baseball and 2 years in track. He 
won 10 varsity letters: 3 in football, 2 in basketball, 
4 in baseball and 1 in track. After graduation from 
Fairmont, Jim was appointed to the West Point 
Military Academy.....  

Julie Johnson
Fairmont East Falcons – 1978
Julie Johnson won 9 varsity letters: 3 in volleyball, 3 
in basketball, 1 in softball and 2 in track and field. In 
volleyball she was MVP in 1976 and made the WOL 
Second Team 1977. She was MVP in basketball in 
1976-77 and 1977-78. In 1976-77 she was First Team 
K-O Times, WOL.....  

Annie Kerregan
Fairmont East Falcons – 1983
Annie Kerregan won 9 varsity letters: 3 each in 
volleyball, basketball and softball. As a volleyball 
player, she was First Team All-WOL and MVP her 
senior year. As a basketball player, Annie was All-
WOL her sophomore, junior, and senior years and 
League MVP..... 
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Christine Louis
Fairmont West Dragons – 1978
Christine Louis won 8 varsity letters: 3 in field hockey, 
2 in basketball and 3 in Track and Field. She was 
a Dayton Daily News All-Star and a High School 
All-American in 1978. In field hockey, her teams 
went undefeated for three seasons and she was Most 
Improved Player..... 

Cathy Marchal
Fairmont West Dragons – 1977
Cathy Marchal participated in tennis, volleyball, 
basketball and track. She received 5 varsity letters: 1 in 
tennis, 2 in volleyball and 2 in track and field. Cathy 
received the MVP in volleyball in her senior year. She 
played on the 1975 volleyball team that finished as 
District..... 

David McMichael
Fairmont East Falcons – 1970
Dave McMichael participated in 4 sports and won 
4 varsity letters: 3 in football and 1 in baseball. In 
football Dave was First Team All-WOL as a junior 
and as a senior. In addition, he was the team MVP in 
1969. Dave also won the highest honor an East athlete 
could receiver..... 

Rod Miller
Fairmont Dragons – 1964
Rod earned 5 letters: 2 in football and 3 in baseball. 
In football, he was First Team All MVL, 1st Team 
All-Greater Dayton, 1st Team All Ohio and played 
in the North-South All Star Game. His team won the 
MVL championship in 1961 and 1963; he was also 
the captain.....  

Chet Moeller
Fairmont West Dragons – 1972 
Chet was a 4 time letter-winner, earning 2 in track 
and field and 2 in football. He was named 1st Team 
All-WOL and was the Dragon’s Best Defensive Back. 
He was 1st Team All-Greater Dayton and Honorable 
Mention All-Ohio. The leading Dragon tackler and 
interceptor.....  

Leland “Junior” Norris
Fairmont Dragons – 1947
Junior Norris won 9 varsity letters: 2 in football, 3 in 
basketball and 4 in baseball. As a football MVP, he 
was a member of the Greater Dayton All Star Team 
and Special Mention All-Ohio. In basketball, Junior 
was All MVL, All Southwest District, All Suburban 
and All Greater..... 

COACH Chester A. Roush

Fairmont Dragons Coach – 1948-52
Chet Roush was the Head Football Coach at Fairmont 
High School from 1948 to 1951 where his teams had 
a combined Miami Valley League record of 26 wins, 
0 losses and 2 ties; 3 league championships; and an 
undefeated (9-0) record in 1951. Mr. Roush was 
selected as..... 

John Roush
Fairmont West Dragons – 1968
A 4 sport athlete, John lettered 6 times: 2 in football, 
2 in track, 1 in gymnastics and 1 in wrestling. He was 
football captain his senior year, First Team All-WOL 
and voted the Dragon’s Best Defensive Back. John 
played on WOL Champions in football 1967, track 
1966, 1967..... 

Rob Taylor
Fairmont East Falcons –1978
Rob Taylor won 8 varsity letters: 3 football, 2 basketball 
and 3 baseball. He was All Western Ohio League in 
football, basketball and baseball. The baseball team 
was Western Ohio League Champions during his 
sophomore year. After graduation from Fairmont East, 
Rob accepted..... 

Tony Trent
Fairmont Dragons – 1961
Tony earned 6 letters: 3 in football and 3 in baseball. 
In football, he was 1st team All-MVL on both offense 
and defense as a junior and as a senior. He was MVP 
of the MVL his junior year and Best Defensive Back 
as a senior. A tri-captain, he was All-Ohio and All-
America in 1960..... 

Mike Wagner
Fairmont East Falcons – 1973
Mike Wagner won 4 varsity letters: 2 in football and 
2 in basketball. After his senior football season, Mike 
received the team MVP award and was selected 1st 
Team All WOL QB. In addition, Mike was named 1st 
Team All-Ohio at QB and was selected as one of the 
top 100 players.....  

Paul Wagner
Dayton Fairmont Dragons – 1946
Paul Wagner participated 4 years in football, 4 years 
in basketball, 4 years in track and 1 year in tennis. He 
won 11 varsity letters: 3 in football; 3 in basketball; 4 
in track and 1 in tennis. In Paul’s senior year, 1945-
1946, he was All Miami Valley League in football and 
the 220-yard..... 
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COACH C.P. “Pop” Warner
Dayton Fairmont Dragons Coach – 1924-42
“Pop” Warner was the eminent coach of Fairmont High 
School from 1924 through the school year of 1942. He 
coached football, basketball, track and girl’s basketball 
a few years. “Pop” was the institution. His teams won 
numerous championships. The 1927 yearbook quote: 
“Coach C.P. Warner ..... 

Kathleen Watern
Fairmont West Dragons – 1979
Kathy Watern won 8 varsity letters: 3 in volleyball, 3 
in basketball and 2 in softball. She was hospitalized her 
senior year in softball and did not receive a letter. She 
received Most Improved in 1977 and Most Valuable 
in 1978 in volleyball. She was First Team All WOL in 
her junior..... 

Frank Whipp
Fairmont Dragons – 1935
Frank Whipp won 13 varsity letters: 3 in football, 4 in 
basketball, 3 in baseball and 3 in track. As a football 
player, Frank was All MVL and Fairmont’s top scorer 
in 1934. In basketball, Frank was All MVL in 1934 and 
1935. He was also All-District Honorary Captain and 
Fairmont’s top scorer in..... 

Frank Wones
Fairmont Dragons – 1936
Frank Wones participated 4 years in football; 4 years 
in basketball and 3 years in baseball. He won 8 varsity 
letters: 2 in football, 3 in basketball and 3 in baseball. 
After graduation, Frank attended the University of 
Cincinnati for 2 years in their co-op program. Then 
his education..... 

THE FAIRMONT ATHLETIC BOOSTER ASSOCIATION
For twenty-two years, the Fairmont Athletic Booster Association has generously underwritten all costs associated 
with the FHS Athletic Hall of Fame.  It would be impossible for us to enjoy a first class event without the unwavering 
support and commitment of the Boosters. Here is a partial list of what your Boosters quietly and consistently give to 
all of us that allow all events to be open to the public and free of charge.  

• Food and Beverages on Induction Day • Plaques to Inductees and in Arena Display
• Trent Arena Display Cases • Hall of Fame Polo Shirts to Inductees
• All printing and mailing costs • Costs to preserve photos and documents
• Selection Committee Costs • Photo and video processing costs
• Hall of Fame pins  • Professional Invitations
• Specialty letterhead and envelopes • All miscellaneous costs

It is apparent how much our Boosters do for Hall of Fame. You can help this wonderful group  
of dedicated, hard working Firebird backers by becoming a Booster Member.  

There are various levels of membership, but any donation is appreciated.

PLEASE JOIN TODAY GO TO: FAIRMONTATHLETICBOOSTERS.ORG

Super volunteer Cathy Siewe  
is happy to greet an old friend.
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In  Memoriam

Pete Ankney Robert Chapman Richard Hoppe

Larry McVey Robert Pugh


